
        

 
]  Friday, December 4 -  Shabbat Family Service - 7:30 PM                                                          

 Birthday Blessings for children born in December 

                         Bima:  Mark Newfeld                             

    Usher: Diane Shattls  

                         Oneg:  Donnel Horn 

 
 

]  Friday, December 11 - Chanukah Family Dinner 

       Shabbat Services - 7:30 PM 
                         Bima:   Marc Solochek  

                         Usher:  David Glick 

                         Oneg:   Kelly Levy 

                                                              

]  Friday, December 18 - Shabbat Services - 7:30 PM 

                   Bima:  Samantha Beverage and Derek Hyman 

   Usher: Marilyn Cohen  

                   Oneg:  Rose Marie Riter 

 
                                       

]   Friday, December 25 - Shabbat Services -7:30 PM 

               Anniversary Blessings for couples married in December 

 

                   Bima:   Stephanie Skolik 

   Usher:  Rose Marie Riter 

                   Oneg:   Joyce Levy and Deedee Mufson 

 

     Child care is provided during Friday services as a  

  courtesy to  families with small children. 
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B 'na i  Sh o lom Cong rega t ion  

KISLEV - TEVET 5770  

RELIGIOUS SERVICES 

    SABBATH SERVICE      FRIDAY             7:30 P.M.  
    SABBATH SERVICE      SATURDAY       9:00 A.M.  
    WEEKDAY MINYAN      SUNDAY            9:00 A.M.  

 

Tuesday, December 1 

Sisterhood Luncheon  

12:00 Noon  

 
Sunday, December 6 

Chanukah Bazaar 

10:00 AM - Noon 
 

1:30 PM 

Rabbi leads Chanukah  

Service at  

The Woodlands 
 

3:00 PM 

Bnai Sholom Choir  

Performs at  

Huntington Museum 

 of Art 

 
Tuesday, December 8 

Temple Board Meeting 

7:00 PM 

 
Friday, December 25 

Temple Members 

Volunteer at  

Cabell Huntington 

Hospital and Ronald 

McDonald House  
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 The weeks prior to Chanukah, in our Jewish 

calendar every year, are designated as the time for 

ñJewish Book Monthòð a time to encourage all of  

us to do a little more ñJewish readingò  than we have 

been doing. And so, most appropriately, we have  

recently begunðand will continue this monthðour 

journey through our study of our most important 

book: our Bible. We began ñBible Journeyò in         

November with a look at the prophet Amos; we will 

continue this month with a summary of the book of 

the prophet Hosea; and we will continue our journey, 

of course, in 2010--and 2011! 
 

 We refer to our Bible as the ñTanakò, or as the 

ñHebrew Scripturesò; some refer to it simply as the 

ñcanonò, or as the ñcanonical writingsò.  What do we 

mean by this term?  A few basic definitions: 
 

The canon of the Hebrew Bible is a list of thirty-nine 

books. Because certain books are divided into two 

parts (I and II Samuel and I and II Kings), and            

because twelve short prophetic books (ñthe minor 

prophetsò) formerly were counted as one book, the 

number was usually given in ancient times as twenty-

four rather than thirty-nine. We may ask: when and 

how the list of twenty-four was completed and           

stabilized? We do not know the answer in precise 

terms:  Evidence from the writings of the rabbis of 

old leads to a frequent conclusion that the time was 

the year 90, and the place a small town in  Palestine, 

which the Jews called Yavne and the Greeks Jamnia.  

Twenty years earlier the Temple in Jerusalem had 

been destroyed, ending a system of worship 

(predominantly animal sacrifice) prescribed in the 

Tanak. By 90, some of the twenty-four books were 

already acknowledged as sacred; but disputes             

centered around others. What took place in 90 was 

predominantly a settlement about the disputed books, 

those belonging to a  grouping Jews call ketuvim 

(Writingsò) and Christians call Hagiographa (ñsacred 

writingsò). 
  

 The Tanak contains three divisions; the           

ketuvim represent one of these.  There are books such 

as Psalms, Proverbs, Ruth, Esther, Danielða most  

heterogeneous collection! The Ketuvim were            

ñcanonizedò long after the first two divisions had           

already been settled.  

 

  

 

Some of the Ketuvim (for example, Esther and Song 

of Songs) weôre challenged, but accepted; others 

were challenged and rejected.  
 

 Some of the books that failed of acceptance in 

Palestine were accepted into the Greek canon at about 

that same time (the year 100) by Jews in the far-flung 

Mediterranean lands. Therefore the Greek Tanak   

includes some books not found in the Hebrew (First 

and Second Maccabees, Ben Sirach, and the like). 

Most Protestants, following the sixteenth-century 

bent, regard only the Hebrew collection as authorita-

tive; those books to be found in the Greek Tanak, but 

not in the Hebrew, they have termed ñApocryphaò.  

The Latin Bible of Roman Catholics, the Vulgate, is 

based on the Greek; so that Catholics call canonical 

certain books which Protestants call Apocrypha. 
  

 By no means all the books rejected in Palestine 

were accepted by Greek Jews. Many writings were 

rejected by both groups. Such books include several 

whose titles falsely suggest that they were written by 

ancient worthies; The Testament of Abraham and The 

Book of Enoch are among them. These books have 

been collected only in modern times, and they are 

known collectively as the ñPseudepigraphaò (ñfalse 

titlesò). The term Pseudepigrapha is thus used 

broadly to classify those quasi-biblical books that 

failed to be admitted into the Hebrew or the Greek 

version; while the Apocrypha are those that got into 

the Greek, but not into the Hebrew.  Most of the 

Pseudepigrapha were written prior to the canoniza-

tion of the Ketuvim and were at hand for possible 

inclusion. Their absence from the canon implies          

deliberate rejection. 
 

 Whew! And these are just some opening          

comments, some basic information/definitions that 

we need to have, as we begin our ñBible Journeyò!  

But the journey isðalways has beenðvery much 

worth taking; I pray that God will bless us on this 

journey, in 5770ðand for many more years as well. 

 

  BôShalom,  

 

   

  Rabbi David E. Wucher 
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December 2009 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

1 
Sisterhood 

Luncheon 

Noon 

2 3 4 
Family  

Shabbat  

Service 

7:30 PM 

(No Dinner) 

Birthday  

Blessings 

5 
Shabbat  

Services 

9:00 AM 

 

 

6 
Religious School 

10:00 AM; 

Bazaar 

10:00-12:00; 

Service at  

The Woodlands 

1:30 PM; 

Choir at Museum 

3:00 PM 

7 8 
Temple  Board 

Meeting 

7:00 PM 

9 10 11 
1st Candle  

Chanukah  

Dinner 

6:00 PM; 

Shabbat  

Services 

7:30 PM 

12 
Shabbat  

Services 

9:00 AM 

 

13 
Minyan  

9:00AM   

 

Religious 

School 

10:00 AM 

14 15 16 17 18 
Shabbat  

Services 

7:30 PM 

 

 

8th Candle 

19 
Shabbat  

Services 

9:00 AM 

 

20 
Minyan  

9:00AM   

 

Religious 

School 

10:00 AM 

21 22 23 24 25 
Shabbat  

Services 

7:30 PM 

26 
Shabbat  

Services 

9:00 AM 

 

27 
 

Minyan 

9:00 AM 

 

Religious  

School Recess 
 

28 29 30 31  

 

Temple Volunteers at CH Hospital 

and Ronald McDonald House 
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Dear Members of Bônai Sholom, 
 

I want you all to know how much I appreciated the wonderful surprise party given November 21,              

in the Temple, in honor of my 20th anniversary of service in Huntington.  It was very wonderful 

and meaningful to my family and me!   Thank you to everyone who helped organize that special 

event, especially Dr. Gail Feinberg.  I would also like to thank all who made donations to the   

Congregational Fund in honor of that occasion.  Again, my deepest thanks to you, for one of                

the most wonderful nights of my life. 
 

May there be many joyous occasions in our future, in our wonderful Congregation. 
 

Blessings to you all, 

Rabbi David Wucher 

SPECIAL EVENTS IN MEMBERSô LIVES DURING 2009 

�0�D�U�\���&�D�Q�W�R�U�¶�V������1/2  Birthday Celebration  

August 14, 2009 

 

Havdalah Dinner                  

Celebration in honor of  

�5�D�E�E�L���:�X�F�K�H�U�¶�V�� 

20th anniversary of service 

 �W�R���%�¶�Q�D�L���6�K�R�O�R�P���D�Q�G���W�K�H�� 

Huntington Community. 
 

November 21, 2009 

 

 Bat Mitzvah of Aysa Bryn-Wilson Cains  

October 31, 2009 

daughter of Malinda and Eric Cains; 

granddaughter of Donna Wilson. 


